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some point over the weekend
has become a tradition at the
Red Bank Jazz & Blues Festival,
the 22nd annual edition of which

Eetlinl.; hit by a downpour at

nancial trouble is threatening
its very survival.
With costs soaring, corpo-
rate sponsorships declin-
ing and economic. pres-
sures squeezing the non-
profit Jersey Shore Jazz
& Blues Foundation, the
free three-day music treat
by the Navesink could be
cut back or even canceled
next wear, co-chairman
Dennis Eschbach said.
The festival has been
promoted for years as
the largest [ree
event of its kind
in the Northeast;
this year, it fea-

tures more than 40 acts on three
stages,

Due to the severity of the finan-
cial crunch, visitors to the Ma-
rine Park site will be urged to

begins Friday. But a rain of fi-@mnake a donation to help cover the

festival's costs — a step that has
never been taken before.

“We're known for our good
music and good sound,” Eschbach
said in an interview. But “we're
nonprofit and we can't afford to

go into debt

running a
free festival.” RED BANK
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Greg Piccolo (top) and Matt O'Ree (left) are among
the musicians performing at this year's Red Bank
Jarz & Blues Festival.

JERSEY SHORE JAZZ & BLUES FOUNDATION

Go to our Web site, www.app.com, and click on
Entertalnment and this story to add your comments.



